
Stormwater Discharge Associated with Industrial Activity 
(40 CFR 122.26(b)(14)(i) – (xi)) 
NO EXPOSURE EXCLUSION 

 
What is the definition of the “No Exposure” exclusion? No exposure means all industrial materials 
and activities are protected by a storm resistant shelter to prevent exposure to rain, snow, snowmelt 
and/or runoff. Industrial materials and activities include material handling equipment or activities, 
industrial machinery, raw materials, intermediate products, by-products, final products a or waste 
products. Material handling activities include storage, loading and unloading, transportation or 
conveyance, of any raw material, intermediate product, by-product, final product or waste product.  
 
Well that is definitely a mouthful. I wanted to make sure everyone understands that you do not 
have to develop a Stormwater Plan if the No Exposure Exclusion applies to your facility. To 
determine if your facility can use the No Exposure Exclusion please review the regulation: (40 
CFR 122.26(b)(14)(i) – (xi)). 
 
The conditional no exposure exclusion applies to 10 of the 11 categories of Stormwater discharges 
from regulated industrial activities: 

• Category One: Facilities subject to federal Stormwater effluent discharge standards in 40 
CFR Parts 405-471 

• Category Two: Heavy manufacturing (e.g., paper mills, chemical plants, petroleum 
refineries, and steel mills and foundries) 

• Category Three: Coal and mineral mining, and oil and gas exploration and processing 
• Category Four: Hazardous waste treatment, storage or disposal facilities 
• Category Five: Landfills, land application sites, and open dumps with industrial wastes 
• Category Six: Metal scrapyards, salvage yards, automobile junkyards, and battery 

reclaimers 
• Category Seven: Steam electric power generating plants 
• Category Eight: Transportation facilities that have vehicle maintenance, equipment 

cleaning or airport deicing operations 
• Category Nine: Treatment works treating domestic sewage with a design flow of 1 million 

gallons or more a day 
• Category Eleven: Light manufacturing (e.g., food processing, printing and publishing, 

electronic and other electrical equipment manufacturing, and public warehousing and 
storage) 

 
A no exposure certification must be provided to the permitting authority for each facility qualifying 
for the permitting exclusion. In addition, the exclusion from NPDES permitting is available on a 
facility-wide basis only, not for individual outfalls. To retain the exclusion, you must recertify the 
condition with the permitting authority at least every five years. If you are in an area where EPA 
is the permitting authority, you can use the NPDES eReporting Tool for the MSGP (NeT-MSGP) 
to submit your no exposure certification. 
 



Drums, barrels, tanks and similar containers that are sealed (“sealed” means banded or otherwise 
secured and without operational taps or valves), are not exposed provided those containers are not 
deteriorated and do not leak. Unless the drums, barrels, etc., are opened while outdoors, or are 
deteriorated or leak, they will likely not constitute a risk of contaminating storm water runoff. 
 
Lidded dumpsters containing waste materials, providing the containers are completely covered and 
nothing can drain out holes in the bottom, or is lost in loading onto a garbage truck. Industrial 
refuse and trash that is stored uncovered, however, is considered exposed. 
 
Adequately maintained vehicles, such as trucks, automobiles, forklifts, trailers or other general 
purpose vehicles found onsite—but not industrial machinery—which are not leaking or are 
otherwise a potential source of contaminants. 
 
To obtain the conditional no exposure exclusion, you must submit a 
certification form attesting your facility meets the definition of “no 
exposure.” 
 
 
Please review the No Exposure Certification form below. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Questions? Contact The Redstone Group at 614-763-5034 x7007 or jwilliams@redstonegrp.com 
 



 



 



 

 



 

 
 


